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Messaging Platform

We felt that the message to student-athletes should tell them “don’t assume, check it out”. There’s no shame or 

danger in asking, and you’ll be better off than finding out when a positive test gets you in trouble.

The secondary message to the trainers/athletic department should tell them “be a trusted resource”. When a team 

member asks you about a potential drug or supplement, help them find the right answer in a non-threatening way.

The common ground between both these messages is our tag line for this

Initiative:

It’s the right call. Play clean.



As the embodiment of the NCAA Health and Safety group, we have created a referee character. He is 

not associated with any sport, he is the representation of all officials and acts as the voice of the NCAA 

with a fun attitude.

He presents factual information in a modern and approachable way. This voice helps take the “scare” 

tactic completely out of the picture. He’s not punishing student-athletes, he’s helping them make the 

right call.

He can be represented in two manners, depending on use. Although we will be showing him in different 

manners, and different angles depending on the situation, it is always meant to be the same ref, the 

embodiment of the NCAA drug awareness program.

Illustration

This use with wacky hand gestures to “call” the bad ingredient harkens back to official rule books, and 

will add to the playfulness of this initiative.

Photography

The ref, the students and the scene will be handled in an over-the-top fashion as an added humor 

element to the situation. This will draw readers in, and each scene will have so many elements to it that it 

will garner more than one look from the audience, helping imprint the messaging.
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Promotional Giveaway – Trainer


